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Willist Shapiro, P.E.

Manager, and Prodnot Compliance
Volvo Cers of North America, LLC
Volvo Drive

Rockhigh, NJ 07647
RE: Confidentlality Dctcrmimtloﬂﬂaw '

DﬂthShmo

Thiuiuinranponsatn}rm;rlauardmdumh12.2003.inwhiohynurequm'-odnﬁdmﬁﬂ

treatment for the materials enclosed with your leitar. These materials conzist of Volvo's

reaponses sh agency information request relating to the above-refarenced inveatigation.

Thess reaponses were provided 1n the course of a meeting with the agency on Januery 24,

2003. You request confidential treatrent for these materials for i wepecified period of -
time, :

You.aal-a'tthatthemformnﬁmmmdamdby Volvo to be confidential, You assert
also that the relsase of this information would compromise Volvo' apnmuonmdmake
puhﬂc\?ol?nwhmlespamﬁn mfonnahunﬂntuouldbemdbymmm

Because the information was required to be submitted to the agency under the ebove
mattcr w:rmcwedmulmﬂ)rmnﬁdmhalmumntmdltbahutmmdm :
: mal Parks & 2 g8 Morton, 498 F.2d 765 (D.C. Cir.- 1974) and its
' prngenjr Undarﬂmttutmﬁ:rmnhmmmnﬁdnnﬁalifmdmlnmmhkehrmms
substantial competitive harm to the snbmitter or to impeir the government’s ability to
nnllwtthcmfnrmaﬁminﬂmﬁlm

w:umemmmmmmmmumanmm
prrsnant to 49 C.F.R. Part 512 and have decided to grant your request for confidential
trestment in pert and to deny it in part. For those materiala that we have deemed to be
confidential, we have determined that the materials satiefy the National Parks test.

those materials are entitled to confidential treatment pursuant to Exemption
4 of the Freedom of Information Act, § U,S.C. § 352(b){4), because disclosure of the




.

mmiﬂnialikﬂyhucmmbaunﬂnlcompaﬂﬂvEMmmmmpmyﬁrm
disclosnre may impair the agency’s ability to obtain gitilar information in the futyre, The
materials will be protected for an indefinite period of time.

We have decided to deny your request for confidemtial trestment for both your

characterization of NHTSA's questions and yout responses theveto for questions 1, 6 and

7. In addition, we are also denying your request as to the first page of the presentation
o] _ _

Question 1 and ths vesponss relate to the svailability of the factory service mamal for the

vehicles at issue. The existence, availability, and format of the MY 2000 emd 2001
service manual for the vehicles in question is information that is already in the public
domain. Moreover, this material whose releass is not likely to cause any competitive
harm o Volvo or impair NHTSA's ability to obtain similar informetion in the futore.
Question 7 and ita responsae relate to a general description of the 8/V 40 brake system,
The information proacuded doea not, in any way, distinguish the 5/V 40 brake ayutem
from the hydreulic brake systems of similar vehicles, Accordingly, the information is
already in the public domain and, if released by NHTSA, not likely to cause any
competitive harm to Volvo. We have also decided not to protect the cover sheet to the
presentation as we bave determined that the informetion contained in this agenda, if
released, would not canes Volvo substantial competitive harm. See, National Parks.

Aswdwahdhelnw,wahwedmﬂmdthatwemﬂpmteﬂmymomhdmhﬁm

contained in the responas to question 7, However, we have determined thet question 7

jtaelf and the response should not be granted confidential treatment. The information
contained in this question and the response would not cause Volvo subatantial
competitive harm if réleaged.

I have decided to protect the responses to questions 2, 3, 4, and 5 and pages 2 through 9
of the presentation materials because the release of theso maderials 1s likely to cause
subgtantial competitive hatm io Volvo and, thevefore, that this information 19 entitled to
confidential treatment pursuant to Exemption 4 of the Freedom of Informstion Act, §
U.S.C. § 552(b)4). The materlals will be protected for an indefinite period of time,

I have also decided to protect the names, addreases, telephone numbers and vehicle
identification numbers contained In the incident reports protection pursuant to Exemption
& of the Freedom of information Act, 5 U.8.C. §552(b){6}.becausuthere1euaofﬂm

- mfnrmnhnnwouldmhhﬂuclnulyunwmmt&dmﬂnunnfpﬂmmlpnwmthe
persons identified. -

This grent of confidential treatment is subject to certain conditions since the information

- for which confidentiality has been granted was submitied pursnant to & defect

The information may be disclosed under the suthority of 49 U.5.C.
§ 30167(b) mmd 49 C.F.R.§ 512.%a)2), if the agency decides the disclosurs will assist in

carrying out the purposes of the National Traffic and Motor Vehiole Safety Act.




3
In addition, ﬂ:emnntanﬂnmayhedmluudmduﬂﬂf.k&ilz B.basadupoumwly
discovered or chenged facts, and you mmst inform the agency of any changecd
ciraunstances which may affect the protection of the information (49 CF.R, § 512.4(D).
Priot to the release of information under § 512.8 or § 512.9, yuuwm]dbemt:ﬂedm
anwdamemthﬂwpmcedm'eﬂhhﬂuhdbyommmm

Emmmmmﬁmmmmmdmm To request
reconsideration, you must submit additional writtan justification with the certification
required by 49 C.F.R. §512.4(¢} within 10 working daye after your receipt of this letter,
Such justification mmet show the particular competitive harm to your company from the
disclosmws of the information for which confidentiality has been denied end contain any
legal arguments and citstions upon which you rely (49 C.F.R, §512.4(b)(3)). Should we
receive no justification within the reqmired period of time, the agency will be at liberty to
plaee:,mm'mhmttad information in the public fils.




